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‘Heber 


A Final Effort 


- Funds will be- solicited and 
meetings held over the Memori- 
al Day weekend in a final effort 
|to save the Wasatch Stake Ta- 
bernacle in Heber City. 

| The First Presidency of The 
(Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Saints decided Tast week 
to raze the historic old building 
and erect a new ward chapel 
and stake center on the site. 

A citizens committee which 
had been working the past year 
to have the building failed to 
raise the necessary funds. ~ 

FINAL EFFORT 

The final last-ditch effort to 
\raise the $45,000 needed to buy a 
(new site will be made by the 
{Heber committee and the Utah 
‘Historical Society. 
| Solicitations will be made at 
the Heber City Cemetery during 
the holiday weekend. 

-This will be followed by a door- 
to-door canvass of Wasatch, Salt 


akes 


chairman of the Heber commit- 
tee. 


Contributions may also be 
mailed to “Save the Tabernacle 
Fund,” First Security Bank, He- 
ber City. If the project is not 
successful, all money will be re- | 
turned to the donors, Mr. Bark- 
er said. 


Grant Iverson, president of 
the Utah Historical Society, said 
a big factor in saving the build- 
ing will be the attitude of resi- 
dents of Heber City. 

It is felt the building has 
tremendous potential as a cultu- 
ral and historical center. 


PLAN MEETING 


A meeting will be held Sunday 
at 3 p.m. at the Historical Socie- 
ty, 63 E. South Temple, to 
cuss plans for use of the build- 
ing and for raising funds. 

A second meeting is scheduled 
at the Memorial Hall, 49 E. ist 
North, in Heber Monday at 3 
p.m. to coordinate activities of 


tent and Utah County resi- 


ss 


its, according to Don Barker, ' ject. ef? 


all groups working on the pro- 


By JUNE WHEELER 
Deseret News Correspondent 


HEBER CITY—‘“We can save 
the Tabernacle,” Don Barker 
Stated at a meeting here Mon- 
day in the Memorial Building. 


Mr. Barker, chairman of the 
Save the Tabernacle Committee, 
said that in order to do this a 
house-to-house canvass must be 
made in Wasatch County. Mon- 
ey was also solicited at the He- 
ber City Cemetery during the 
two-day Memorial holiday. 


He also said committees were 
organized in Salt Lake City and 
Provo to help with the campaign 
to preserve the Wasatch Stake 
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SCENE TODAY 


Tabernacle 
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Tabernacle, which now is sched- 


uled to be razed for a new stake 
center, 

A brochure is being prepared 
and will be ready for distribu- 
tion the latter part of the week. 
Mr. Barker asked those at the 
meeting to prepare a mailing of 
all friends and relatives who 
might be interested in saving 
the Tabernacle. 

Two engineers, Fred Mark- 
ham and George Cannon 
Young, will be in Heber City 
Tuesday to reappraise the Ta- 
bernacle and amusement hall 
and to make recommendations 
as to restoration costs. 

A report will then be made to 


Drive Begins 


Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 


ter-day Saints. The Church re-|grandson of Abram Hatel 
cently announced its decision to|first president of the W 


raze the Tabernacle and build a 
new ward and stake hall on the 
site. 

Preservation of the Taberna- 
cle and grounds is the first con- 
sideration of the group, but pro- 
per utilization of it is of equal 
importance. It was suggested at 
the meeting that a cultural cen- 
ter be made of the site. 

The Tabernacle would be used 
for drama and musical presen- 
tations and the amusement hall 
as an art gallery. Its location on 
Main St. and U.S. Highway 
makes it an ideal tourist attrac- 


the General Authorities of The 
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Abram Hatch Jr., 87-y 


Stake, and three other great- 
grandsons, Garn, Joe and Boyd 
Hatch, attended the meeting to 
help spearhead the final drive. 

Dr, Bill Jordan of the Univer- 
sity of Utah, David Dalton of 
the music department of the 
Brigham Young University, and 
Ferrin Whitaker, local artist, all 
expressed their views on the 
possibility of the cultural utiliza- 
tion of the historic site. 

Rodello Hunter, a native He- 
berite and author of a recently 
published book on Heber Valley, 


“A House of Many Rooms,” also 
SPO sy in 


publ 


the state and maybe even ti 
ank, Heber, and in the e 


drive fails (heaven forbid!) they'll be refunded to 
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Also, it would seem reasonable to expect too that 
ors. 


cies—the city and county, 
contributions may be sent to “Save the Tabernacle Ci 


Anyway, more. power to the committee, which ad 
ttee,” care of First Security B: 
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tecture and craftsmanship. 


‘Move Revealed By Heber Council © 


down, First LDS Counselor’, 


Toward Saving Stake Tabernacle (estes Sait tes pm 


The Heber City Council has 
passed a motion to sell a certain 
tract of land and apply the pro- 
ceeds toward restoration of the 
historic Heber Tabernacle—and 
to accept title and responsibility 
for the property if it can be 
saved. 

This was revealed to a group 
of interested Provo citizens this 
week by Garn Hatch, Salt Lake 
City civil engineer and a leader 
in the campaign to save the 
Stately Heber edifice from de- 
struction. Mr. Hatch is the 
great-grandson of Abram Hatch, 
Wasatch Stake president when 
the tabernacle was built in the 
late 1880s. 


Most Promising 
The move by the Heber City 


promising yet toward raising 
the necessary funds and meet- 
ing the conditions outlined by 
the First LDS Presidency to 
save the building. The tract of 
land in question is expected to 
bring at least $20,000, Mr. Hatch 
said. In fact, he revealed, a 
firm offer for at least that much 
has already been received. 

He outlined the financial pic- 
ture as follows: Needed to save 
the building by providing money 
for another site on which to 
build a proposed stake center 
and two-ward chapel, $60,000. 

Now Available 

Already available, about $8,- 
000 in a Heber City bank from 
public fund drive thus far, and 
$15,000 which will go toward the 


Council is regarded as the most 


site from sale of tennis courts 
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on the same block back to the 
city by the church (the church 


previously paid this amount to| 


the city when it acquired that 
portion of the block). 

Thus, said Mr. Hatch, if 
Heber City can contribute about 
$35,000 through the tennis court 
property and the tract it pro- 
poses to sell, this plus the $8000 
on hand makes $43,000 and 
leaves only $17,000 of the nec- 
essary $60,000. However, he 
said, some $2000 will be needed 
immediately for necessary re- 
pairs and restoration, so some 
$19,000 to $20,000 must be 
raised. 

Extension Given 

He told the group that despite 
a recent announcement from the 
First LDS Presidency giving 
Stake President Harold Call per- 


Utah County, Utah 


mission to tear the building) 


ned to tear the building down 
| and construct a new stake cen- 
|ter on the site. A citizens com- 
mittee seeks to prevent this, 
and church leaders have told 
|the former they must provide 
another site. The only one avail- 
able and acceptable to local 
| church authorities costs $60,000. 
| Architect Fred Markham told 


Tabernacle is structurally 
sound, and that he had discov- 
ered “nothing that paint and re- 
pairs won’t take care of.” 
Fund Drive 

Leaders are continuing a fund 
drive toward the necessary 
amount. Donors are asked to 
send contributions to: Save The 
Tabernacle Fund, First Securi- 
ty Bank, Heber City, Utah. 
| Those in charge pledge that the 
{money will be held in trust un- 
til the success or failure of the 
drive is determined. If it can- 
not be used to save the building, 


the Provo group that the Heber | 


Hugh B. Brown had later grant-| 

ed an extension if the preser- donors. 

vation committee could show Don Barker, Heber business- 
immediate results toward con-/man, is general chairman of 


ithe preservation committee. 

| Committees are now working 
‘on plans for practical uses of 
the building if it can be saved. 
Suggestions thus far include a 
combination civic and entertain- 
„ment center, with museum as- 
| pects. 


hee 


4B DESERET NEWS, Tuesday, June 22, 1965 


| 


all money will be returned to 


| h ett cecnmans Hiraya ana iaa 


di A eos 
| SaSeR REE BIERE ERS Pagg 
ce Fi SES °A6S.5 a3 a 
teat nee e5 See’ Raa so ano m 
EA t ee e a 4 
| POR Ra OTR ee Bee E ank BR gE y 
| EEM SEEF E EEEE EET EE 
HERR aS eeSeaveocoss. Fees 6 En M 
| STE SSESI sees rss eee gazy oO” 7 
THATS RRSP Z a kas, SRS: N 
ETLN D < Oy Y Tea OE x 
| PEE EE E 1 
aly SERPRO Fuses Bee i 
E Deby iF EA A aah SET Sere ae 
EERE AP EEE 9.2 0 
Seohechag hey ety E: e Oe 4 
abo 2 2 Q Be: 
Lome ea PE BRS R I SRE ee BR ES m x= 
segs ogtcegeegeeecss, Legis =m 
BSeSR8 SABRE ee Shea 
EEEE eee ea etek Belk 3 2m 
SB SOR ASR Sh eee EM ORG ES. TE So, p 
| pabeeeue de zsisezig22 E 
| oO ESRR RAT Sha, Oare cage sco a 
| ies Ae Pioppi gaS? Tabernacle Cleanup 
iet f 3 s wad te a oe 
my: SB AS me Oo. Fees aT By BE i iti 
| 28. pero BRRR TEER EAR 5 Don Barker pours hot water for Barbara McDonald as Heber City citizens 
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Christ of Latter-day Saints. Thirty persons swept, painted, scrubbed, pol- 
ished, washed and vacuumed to prepare the pioneer structure for a spe- 
cial show Wednesday. 


